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MZA hires Mia Marshall to boost US work

◾ The former Nelson principal will also head up a new interior design practice at the 
Bellevue architecture firm.

By LYNN PORTER
Journal Staff Reporter 

Bellevue-based MZA Architecture hired Mia Marshall as a principal leading business development, 
with the aim of growing its domestic work, said Kevin Sutton, the firm's operations director. 

“The perception in the industry is we do a lot of our work in China,” he said. “The reality is we do 
70% of our work domestically.” The goal is to let more people know that, and develop more 
relationships with local developers, he said.

Marshall, an interior designer, has 25 years of experience in the interior design 
and architecture industry, 22 in Seattle. She was founding principal and 
managing principal of the Seattle office of Minneapolis-based interior design firm 
Nelson, overseeing a staff of 53 people. 

There she worked on client development and business relationships, and with 
real estate developers, large technology companies and other firms on corporate 
interiors, she said. 

Prior to that, she was a principal at Seattle-based EHS Design, which Nelson 
bought in 2014 as part of its aggressive growth strategy. Before that she was with 
RTKL, HOK and previously with Nelson. 

Besides leading MZA's U.S. business development, Marshall heads up its new 
interior design practice, which the firm expects to grow organically, Sutton said. 

“We're really focused on the domestic market and growing the architecture practice, and the 
interiors is supporting that,” he said. 

MZA was founded in 2015 by Ming Zhang. He is a former president of MulvannyG2 Architecture, 
now MG2, which moved from Bellevue to Seattle in 2015. 

MZA has 22 people in its Bellevue office and five in Shanghai. Locally, its projects include the 142-
room Hotel Indigo at Everett Waterfront Place for Columbia Hospitality and AM Wealth, which 
will open this summer; the 34-story 9th & Howell Tower, a hotel and residential project in Seattle, 
for R.C. Hedreen Co. which is expected to get master use permit approval in the second quarter. 

It is also working on Mira II Condominiums in Bellevue for Shintex Global Holdings, a 150-unit, 
20-floor project expected to break ground this year; the 110-unit Shoresmith Condominiums in 
Seattle for Plus Investments, anticipated to break ground in the second quarter; and 601 Dexter, a 
200,000-square-foot office building in Seattle for Copiers Northwest. It is going through land use 
entitlement. 

Among MZA's projects in China is OCT Parks in Haikou, a 1 million-square-foot development with 
retail, entertainment, food and beverage, an aquarium, art gallery and movie theaters. 

Sutton said the firm has expertise in hospitality, which has become a niche. It also does a fair 
amount of work in multifamily and wants to grow the office segment, he said. MZA also works on 
mixed-use, retail, lifestyle center and urban design projects. 
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Sutton said the firm likes doing larger projects, but also does mid-size and smaller ones. “We pride 
ourselves on being a boutique firm that can deliver on large projects,” he said. 

Marshall said clients get a hands-on approach from staff and Zhang, the firm's president and CEO, 
is involved in all projects. 

She said the senior leaders came from MG2. They have collaborated on large developments in the 
Seattle area for over 15 years but are kind of quiet about the work they do, she said. “They're not 
out there pitching.” 

Marshall said she was hired to build MZA's brand and push that brand out into the market. 

Lynn Porter can be reached by email or by phone at (206) 622-8272. 


